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Background 
PRESSURE 12-2020 considered the suggested way forward for the proposed new actions to address 
abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) (document 7-5). The meeting took note that 
Poland currently does not have sufficient resources to take the actions proposed in the document and that 
WWF Poland has contacted the Secretariat to indicate their willingness to be involved in the further 
development of the proposed actions. The meeting recalled the existence of the outcome of the regional 
questionnaire to compile information on national activities regarding abandoned, lost, or otherwise 
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) (document 3-3 to PRESSURE 10-2019) which provides an overview of the topic 
of ALDFG in the Baltic Sea. The meeting in general supported the proposed actions and agreed to invite 
countries to provide comments to the way forward on the proposed new actions (Outcome of PRESSURE 12-
2020, para. 7.7-7.12). 

Subsequently, Denmark informed that they support the way forward on the proposed new ALDFG actions, 
whereas WWF Poland provided input on the proposed way forward.  

This document contains an update of the document 7-5 to PRESSURE 12-2020 to include the input by the 
meeting as well as additional input subsequently provided by WWF Poland. In addition, proposed new 
synopsis addressing ALDFG are included for consideration of the Workshop.  

 

Action requested 
The Workshop is invited to discuss and agree on a way forward for the prioritized actions to address ALDFG 
for further submission to PRESSURE 13-2020 for consideration.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/7-5%20Further%20steps%20on%20actions%20on%20ALDFG.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2010-2019-549/MeetingDocuments/3-3%20Revised%20outcome%20of%20the%20regional%20questionnaire%20to%20compile%20information%20on%20national%20activities%20with%20regard%20to%20ALDFG.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2012-2020.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20PRESSURE%2012-2020.pdf
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Further steps to address ALDFG in the Baltic Sea 
 

Actions RS5-RS12 of the RAP ML deal with “Waste related to fishing and aquaculture and remediation and 
removal measures”. Under this theme, work has focused on addressing abandoned, lost and otherwise 
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) (RS6-RS7 and RS10-RS12). The conclusions of the Marelitt Baltic project, the 
"Baltic Sea Blueprint" (document 1-3 to WS RAP ML 4-2019), together with the outcome of a regional 
questionnaire to compile information on national activities regarding ALDFG (document 3-3 to PRESSURE 10-
2019), have led to the definition of new actions to address ALDFG (document 7-5 to PRESSURE 12-2020), 
which are presented in the table below (Table 1) including input by PRESSURE 12-2020, and subsequent input 
as provided by WWF Poland.  

In relation to the promotion and dissemination of best practice in relation to all relevant aspects of waste 
management within the fishing sector (RS5), the document on “Best practices to reduce inputs of cuttings of 
nets and cord to the marine environment” (2020) is available. Further discussion is needed on how to 
disseminate this material (see document 2-1 to this Workshop).  

 

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/WS%20RAP%20ML%204-2019-638/MeetingDocuments/1-3%20Baltic%20Sea%20Blueprint%20%E2%80%93%20a%20roadmap%20to%20implement%20results%20of%20MARELITT%20Baltic%20project.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2010-2019-549/MeetingDocuments/3-3%20Revised%20outcome%20of%20the%20regional%20questionnaire%20to%20compile%20information%20on%20national%20activities%20with%20regard%20to%20ALDFG.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/7-5%20Further%20steps%20on%20actions%20on%20ALDFG.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/WS%20RAP%20ML%205-2020-798/MeetingDocuments/2-1%20Dissemination%20of%20best%20practice%20for%20net%20cuttings.pdf
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Mapping of DFG accumulation areas Comments from WS RAP ML 4-2019 Suggested way forward by the Secretariat Suggested way forward by WWF Poland  

To integrate the work on mapping 
derelict fishing gear (DFG) done in 
the frame of MARELITT Baltic project 
as well as national activities as a 
starting point to mapping DFG in the 
Baltic Sea. 

Valuable information from the 
MARELITT Baltic Project. To 
investigate to include in the 
HELCOM Map and Data service. 
Denmark to share information 
once available. 

- WWF Poland and the Secretariat to 
provide a proposal on how to conduct this 
action at PRESSURE 13-2020; and  

- Work on this action to be aligned the new 
measure under consideration for their 
inclusion in the BSAP update: “Integration 
of work regarding mapping of ALDFG host 
areas and hot spots in the Baltic Sea 
region, based on the results of mapping 
activities held within national and 
international initiatives (such as the 
MARELITT Baltic project).” 

HELCOM:  
- to investigate whether it is possible to include 
the map in the HELCOM Map and Data service 
and to ensure the regular update; 
- to initiate sharing and collecting reporting 
formats from respective countries and based on 
that prepare a joint template.  
WWF: 
- to share layers from the MARELITT Baltic map 
together with technical recommendations; 
- to share the reporting format used to collect 
data from the MARELITT Baltic project.  
CPs: 
- to check whether any reporting systems are 
currently used in respective countries (during 
conducting DFG activities) and to share them 
with HELCOM Secretariat.  

 
To promote the mapping of DFG in 
HELCOM countries where this activity 
has not been initiated yet. 

Using the same reporting format 
and provide guidance for the 
purpose. 

WWF Poland to share their experience on the 
reporting format at PRESSURE 13-2020 for 
countries to consider its use. 

WWF: 
- to share the reporting format used to collect 
data from the MARELITT Baltic project.  

To join the Global Ghost Gear 
Initiative (GGGI), as already done by 
Sweden, which is the world’s largest 
cross-sectoral alliance committed to 
driving solutions to the problem of 
ALDFG worldwide. 

Further information needed on the 
adequacy of countries or HELCOM 
to be involved. 

Sweden to provide guidance on the process at 
PRESSURE 13-2020 based on their national 
experience.  

__ 

To promote the use of ghost net 
reporting tools for recreational 
fishers and the public following 
the Swedish example 
(GhostGuard). 

Further information needed 
starting with exchange of 
national experiences. 

Sweden to provide guidance on the 
process at PRESSURE 13-2020 based on 
their national experience. If other national 
experiences available, countries to inform 
Sweden accordingly. 

__ 
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Retrieval of DFG from accumulation 
areas 

Comments from WS RAP ML 4-2019 Suggested way forward Suggested way forward by WWF Poland 

To develop best practices in relation 
to ALDFG and derelict fishing gear 
and their removal in fulfilment of 
action RS 6 of the RAP on ML based 
on Danish, Finnish, German and 
Polish national experiences as well as 
MARELITT Baltic and MARE 
foundation outputs. 

To be a HELCOM Recommendation: 
To prepare guidelines based on 
available outputs with contribution 
of countries which are already 
conducting national activities 

The Secretariat to set up a drafting group for 
the Recommendation and invite countries to 
participate in such a drafting group. A first draft 
to be presented at PRESSURE 14-2021. 

WWF: 
- to join a drafting group; 
- to share MARELITT Baltic reports: 

1. “Derelict fishing gear mapping and retrieval 
methodologies”. 
2. “Environmental Impact Assessment”. 

To promote the gathering of data on 
the amount of FG recovered in 
HELCOM countries. 

Relevant for further consideration 
either for the BSAP update and/or 
the revision of the RAP ML. To be 
aligned with the reporting system 
under development in the EU. 

In view of the on-going work at EU level in 
relation to the reporting of FG in the market in 
relation to the implementation of the Single Use 
Plastic Directive, it is suggested to reconsider 
this action at PRESSURE 14-2021. 

__ 
 

Management of ALDFG in ports Comments from WS RAP ML 4-2019 Suggested way forward Suggested way forward by WWF Poland 

To increase cooperation with fishermen 
(fishing vessels <45m) to foster the 
delivery of retrieved fishing gear to 
PRFs. An informal meeting with fisheries 
associations in the region could be a 
starting point. 

 In view of the on-going work at EU level in 
relation to the provision of guidance to Member 
States on setting up EPS1 schemes in the frame of 
the Single Use Plastic Directive, it is suggested to 
reconsider this action at PRESSURE 14-2021 

__ 
 

 
1 EPS = Extended Producer Responsibility. Additional information.  

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/node/4478
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To assess the implementation of the 
HELCOM Rec. 28E/10, on the 
application of the no-special-fee 
system to ship-generated wastes 
and marine litter caught in fishing 
nets in the Baltic Sea area. 

The Recommendation is followed up 
by MARITIME and it is also in the EU 
framework. Investigate whether EU 
has knowledge on the 
implementation of the NSF system. 
Consider not to include it in the 
revised RAP ML. Investigate the 
need to revise the 

 

To communicate with MARITIME on this 
suggestion and not to include in the revised 
Action Plan since the follow up of this 
Recommendation is under the scope of the 
MARITIME group.  

__ 

 

To further improve the LFG data 
reporting system, so that more 
knowledge of the amount of 
annually LFG in national waters is 
available. 

Map all reporting systems needed 
and work further from there. 

WWF Poland, as lead on action on ALDFG in 
the Action Plan, to provide guidance on the 
process at PRESSURE 13-2020 

HELCOM: 

- to initiate work on gathering information 
about gear loss reporting in respective 
countries (if is in place and is effective) 

To improve the adequacy of fishing 
harbours to receive, separately 
collect and sort the DFG collected 
from the sea by: 

• ensuring there are enough 
containers suitable for the separate 
collection of waste and FG; 

• informing harbour personnel as 
well as harbour users of the FG 
management process. 

To be a HELCOM 
Recommendation: To include 
as part of the Guidelines how 
to technically fulfil the 
obligation.2 

To communicate with MARITIME on this 
suggestion and not to include in the 
revised Action Plan since the possible 
revision of Recommendation 28E/10 is 
under the scope of the MARITIME group. 

__ 

 
2 Sweden: Sweden wonders if this is to be included in the follow up by MARITIME in relation to the assessment of the HELCOM Rec. 28E/10. Due to the new PRF directive, Sweden finds it likely 
that the Rec. needs to be revised and that the adequacy of fishing harbours in relation to DFG needs to be included in this revision. 

https://helcom.fi/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Rec-28E-10.pdf
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To compile available information on 
recycling methods for retrieved 
fishing gear (MARELITT final report 
envisaged in March 20119, as well 
as national experiences including 
the establishment of EPR schemes). 

And also other options when 
recycling is not possible. 

HELCOM countries to contribute and 
coordinate with OSPAR on the work they are 
conducting on this issue in cooperation with 
the European Commission3. The Secretariat to 
contact the lead country, The Netherlands and 
the EU DG MARE for this purpose. 

WWF: 
- to share the “Recycling Options for 
Derelict Fishing Gear” MARELITT Baltic 
report 

To exchange views on national 
experiences in relation to the 
possibility of establishing an EPR 
scheme for FG to contribute to 
advance on this issue in the region. 

To use the WSs RAP ML to address 
this topic. Also, to learn from 
OSPAR countries. 

In view of the on-going work at EU level in 
relation to the provision of guidance to 
Member States on setting up EPS4 schemes in 
the frame of the Single Use Plastic Directive, it 
is suggested to reconsider this action at 
PRESSURE 14-2021. Also, HELCOM countries 
being EU members are encouraged to actively 
participate in the on-going work.  

__ 
 

  

 
3 Additional information.  
4 EPS = Extended Producer Responsibility. Additional information.  

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/node/4486
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/maritimeforum/en/node/4478
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Prevention Comments from WS RAP ML 4-2019 Suggested way forward Suggested way forward by WWF Poland 

To develop guidelines on best 
practices to reduce the input of 
ALDFG from commercial and 
recreational fishing to the Baltic Sea, 
based on MARELITT Baltic and MARE 
foundation outputs as well as FAO 
guidelines on gear marking 

Relevant topic. Further 
information is needed, 
different stakeholders to 
be addressed. Possible 
consideration for inclusion 
in the BSAP update. 

Work on this action to be aligned with 
the new measures under consideration 
for their inclusion in the BSAP update: 
“Development of strategies for 
preventing fishing gear loss in the Baltic 
Sea by analyzing the fishing strategic 
context and available options for 
fishing gear marking” and 
“Development of national and regional 
ALDFG mitigation policy papers and 
recommendations on how to approach 
ALDFG problem in the Baltic Sea in a 
systemic way.” 

Generally, fishing gear marking and gear loss 
reporting are considered to be the foundation of 
prevention and are currently “in place” in many 
countries, but are not working properly.  
Our proposal for HELCOM is to initiate work on 
gathering information about fishing nets marking 
and gear loss reporting in respective countries, 
including information regarding the effectiveness of 
reporting, information on existing marking systems 
(if any are in place), possibilities of implementation 
of new marking systems (e.g. the RFID marking 
system developed and initially tested during the 
MARELITT Baltic project – issues to be discussed 
with fishing inspectors in respective countries), etc.  
– details to be discussed. 
 
HELCOM: 
- to ask for the regular updates from CPs regarding 
regulations in place on DFG mitigation and 
prevention (whether and how are they put in place) 
CPs: 
- to report accordingly to HELCOM 
WWF: 

- to provide policy recommendations 
on regional level 

Table 1 – Prioritised new actions on ALDFG. 

 



WS RAP ML 5-2020, 2-2 
 

 

 Page 8 of 9  
 

In relation to the content of actions related to the ALDFG topic in the revised RAP ML the proposed synopses 
“Development of national and regional ALDFG mitigation policy papers and recommendations on how to 
approach ALDFG problem in the Baltic Sea in a systemic way” and “Integration of work regarding mapping 
of ALDFG host areas and hot spots in the Baltic Sea region, based on the results of mapping activities held 
within national and international initiatives”, supported by the HELCOM BSAP UP WS-HZ 2020 (see Table 2 
and Table 3 below) are to be considered. 

Title 4. Development of national and regional ALDFG mitigation policy 
papers and recommendations on how to approach ALDFG problem in 
the Baltic Sea in a systemic way 

Description Comment by FISH: The Meeting agreed that there may be a need to 
propose a revision of the title, possibly by making reference to the RAP 
ML. The Meeting also noted in general that a decision should be made 
with regard to whether actions closely related to the RAP ML should be 
included in the updated BSAP or if they should be implemented 
through the RAP ML.  

Technical review 
Categorization Steps towards measure 
Coverage by existing HELCOM 
actions 

Partly covered  

Substantiation Low 
Technical feasibility Not applicable 
Gaps Yes 
Addressing SOM gaps  
Not assessed 

 

Qualitative summary 
Supported/Not supported 14 yes; 0 no (out of 26).  
Prioritized/Not prioritized 10 yes; 1 no (out of 26) 
Workshop: Clarification by submitter: the aim of this synopsis is to initiate the 

development of regional ALDFG mitigation actions and 
recommendations in the BS, not the development of policy papers. 
Based not only on the Blue Print on the experiences but on other 
experiences as well.   

Relevance of the EU work on fishing gear (standardisation of circular 
design of FG as well as the SUP and PRF Directives). 

Strategic statement on ALDFG to be included in the BSAP update. 
Further discussion on this synopsis in particular to be conducted as part 
of the WS RAP ML 5-2020.  

Table 2 – Result of the consideration of the proposed synopsis “Development of national and regional ALDFG mitigation policy 
papers and recommendations on how to approach ALDFG problem in the Baltic Sea in a systemic way” in the HELCOM BSAP UP 

WS-HZ 2020. 
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Title 5. Integration of work regarding mapping of ALDFG host areas and hot 
spots in the Baltic Sea region, based on the results of mapping 
activities held within national and international initiatives  

Description Comment by FISH: The Meeting agreed that the title of the proposal 
should be revised to mention a shared reporting system for ALDFG and 
updating the HELCOM map and data service (MADS) 

Technical review 
Categorization FISH: Step towards measure 

PRESSURE: Mapping 
Coverage by existing HELCOM 
actions 

FISH: New measure 
PRESSURE: Partly covered by existing action 

Substantiation Low 
Technical feasibility Not applicable 
Gaps FISH: Yes 

PRESSURE: No 
Addressing SOM gaps 
Not assessed 

 

Qualitative summary 
Supported/Not supported 13 yes; 0 no (out of 26). 
Prioritized/Not prioritized 9 yes; 0 no (out of 26) 
Workshop: Clarification: the action aims at mapping ALDFG, and to include such 

mapping in the HELCOM Map and Data services. This action is in 
support of synopsis n. 4. 

Further discussion on this action to be conducted in the WS RAP ML 5-
2020. 

Table 3 – Result of the consideration of the proposed synopsis “Integration of work regarding mapping of ALDFG host areas and hot 
spots in the Baltic Sea region, based on the results of mapping activities held within national and international initiatives” in the 

HELCOM BSAP UP WS-HZ 2020. 

 

In relation to dolly ropes, PRESSURE 12-2020 agreed that since dolly ropes are not used in the Baltic Sea the 
action investigating their use and prevalence (RS9) can be considered accomplished since dolly ropes are not 
used in the Baltic Sea (document 7-6 to PRESSURE 12-2020). 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/PRESSURE%2012-2020-734/MeetingDocuments/7-6%20RAP%20Marine%20Litter%20Action%20RS9%20on%20dolly%20rope.pdf
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